
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Almac Discovery and Debiopharm International SA Announce a Licensing Agreement 

for the Development of a Novel Wee-1 Inhibitor 

Craigavon, N.I., UK, Lausanne, Switzerland – June 20, 2017 – Almac Discovery 
(www.almacgroup.com/discovery), a biopharmaceutical company focused on discovering and 
identifying innovative therapeutics for the treatment of cancer, and Debiopharm International SA 
(Debiopharm – www.debiopharm.com), a Switzerland based specialty pharma company, today 
announced a collaboration to pursue the development of Almac Discovery’s Wee-1 kinase inhibitor 
program. 

Under the terms of the license agreement, Almac Discovery has granted exclusive global rights to 
its Wee-1 patent families and related subject matter expertise to Debiopharm International SA. 
Almac Discovery is eligible to receive an upfront payment with further development and commercial 
milestone payments in addition to receiving royalties from Debiopharm. 

The area of DNA damage response and cell cycle regulation has seen notable activity from the 
pharmaceutical industry recently, including some high profile drug approvals for cell cycle kinase 
inhibitors. Many cancer treatments such as radiation, antimetabolites, alkylating agents, DNA 
topoisomerase inhibitors and platinum compounds damage DNA in cells. The cellular response is to 
arrest the cell cycle temporarily to allow for DNA repair, hence reducing the efficacy of 
chemotherapy.  

The Wee-1 kinase is a key regulator of a number of cell cycle checkpoints and inhibition of Wee1 
can force arrested cells through the cell cycle leading to cell death. The Almac Discovery Wee-1 
inhibitors exhibit good drug-like properties, high potency, excellent selectivity and demonstrate 
potent anti-proliferative activity in vitro and in vivo, both as single agents and in combination with 
genotoxics, in several cancer models. 

“We are thrilled to pursue the outstanding work of Almac Discovery on this promising target.” said 
Dr. Bertrand Ducrey, CEO of Debiopharm International SA, who added “Almac Discovery’s 
compelling expertise in medicinal chemistry and drug discovery is very complementary with 
Debiopharm business model and we look forward to developing these compounds to offer an 
innovative treatment for patients with high medical need.” 

Dr Stephen Barr, Managing Director & President, Almac Discovery commented “We are extremely 
pleased to announce this agreement with Debiopharm who have proven expertise and an impressive 
track record of developing drug candidates. The professionalism, dedication and commitment of their 
team is aligned perfectly with our own core values making them the number one choice to develop 
our Wee-1 inhibitor. Agreements of this nature enable both companies to continue to strive to 
improve human health worldwide and we look forward to working with them." 

About Almac Discovery 

Almac Discovery is a research driven oncology company dedicated to the discovery and 
development of novel and innovative approaches to the treatment of cancer. Almac Discovery 
focuses on the discovery to preclinical stage seeking to license programs early with a pharmaceutical 
partner for further development.  

For more information, please visit www.almacgroup.com/discovery or e-mail 
media@almacgroup.com  
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About Debiopharm International SA 

Part of Debiopharm Group™ – a Swiss-headquartered global biopharmaceutical group including five 
companies active in the life science areas of drug development, GMP manufacturing of proprietary 
drugs, diagnostic tools and investment management – Debiopharm International SA is focused on 
the development of prescription drugs that target unmet medical needs. The company in-licenses 
and develops promising drug candidates. The products are commercialized by pharmaceutical out-
licensing partners to give access to the largest number of patients worldwide. 
For more information, please visit www.debiopharm.com 

We are on Twitter. Follow us @DebiopharmNews at http://twitter.com/DebiopharmNews 

Debiopharm International SA Contact 
Christelle Tur 
Communication Coordinator 
christelle.tur@debiopharm.com 
Tel: +41 (0)21 321 01 11 

Almac Discovery Contact 
Almac House 
20 Seagoe Industrial Estate 
Craigavon 
Northern Ireland, United Kingdom 
BT63 5QD 
media@almacgroup.com  
Tel: +44 (0) 28 3839 5815 
https://www.almacgroup.com/ 
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